Adrian Simcox Does NOT
Have a Horse
“Campbell has masterfully created a story which
will teach your young ones kindness without their
realizing they are learning anything at all. All
primary teachers and school librarians will want
this title in their collections.”
—School Library Connection, starred review

THEME FOCUS:
• assumptions / judgement
• kindness

CREATE A TEXT SET AROUND
PERSPECTIVES ON FINANCIAL
STRUGGLE:
• Maddi’s Fridge (Brandt & Vogel)

• empathy

• Lulu and the Hunger Monster (Talkin &
Murray)

• socioeconomic differences
• imagination

• Each Kindness (Woodson & Lewis)

• what is real / not real

• Yard Sale (Bunting & Castillo)

• listening with compassion

• Something Beautiful (Wyeth & Soentpiet)

• perception

• The Paper Kingdom (Rhee & Campion)
• The One Day House (Durango & Diaz)

VISUAL ELEMENTS FOCUS:
• use of negative space
• hidden repeating symbol (horse)

• Last Stop on Market Street (de la Peña &
Robinson)

• use of limited color palette

• The Most Beautiful Thing (Yang & Le)
• When We Are Kind (Smith & Neldhardt)

#CLASSROOMBOOKADAY Q:
What is this book really about? What
happens in the story (summary) and
what lessons does that teach you that you
could apply to your own life (theme)?
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SEL Qs:
Be aware that sometimes the questions get personal and it may not be best for kids to answer in front of
others. These can also be used as personal reflection questions during/after reading.

SELF-AWARENESS

RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING

• If you know someone at school gets free
lunch, does that make you think differently
about them? Why? [recognizing prejudice/
bias]

• Have you ever seen, or made someone feel,
left out of a group? How did it make you
feel? How do you think it made them feel?
What could you do in the future when you
see that happening to a classmate?

• If you get free lunch at school, do you feel
other kids treat you differently if they know?
How does that make you feel?

SUGGESTED EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
• Drawing / Art: First have students find

SELF-MANAGEMENT

all of the hidden horses throughout the
pages of the book. Then choose an animal
to illustrate. They should try to draw the
animal without drawing the animal! Draw
the scene around the animal (perhaps
using plants like in the book) to create the
negative space image of the animal you
chose.

• Compare what Chloe does when she yells
from the monkey bars that Adrian is lying
and can see that made him “really sad” &
when she meets him and keeps the words
from coming out. What feelings/thoughts
make her change what she says when at his
house?

• Writing: Have students write a small
moment personal narrative about a time
they assumed something about someone, or
judged them, and then found out they were
wrong. Ask them to make sure to share
how it made them feel when they discovered
they were wrong.

SOCIAL AWARENESS
• How do you think Adrian is feeling on the
first page when he is all alone at the end of
the lunch table?

RELATIONSHIP SKILLS
• What can Chloe do differently the next time
she is around Adrian at school, in front of
other people?
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